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Remembering Doreen Hall (1921-2025) 
International Orff-Schulwerk Forum Salzburg 
 
Doreen Hall began her career as a violinist and violin teacher in Toronto. Dr. Arnold Walter, a 
friend of Orff's who became a professor in the music department at the University of 
Toronto after the Second World War, was able to arrange a scholarship for Doreen Hall, one 
of his most talented and interested students. This enabled her to study for a year 
with Gunild Keetman at the Mozarteum Academy in 1954-55, and this experience ignited a 
lifelong commitment to promoting Orff-Schulwerk through her own teaching and the 
teachers’ association she founded in Canada. Doreen Hall with Arnold Walter published the 
first English adaptation of the Schulwerk -  volumes I-V and the Teacher’s Manual -  of ‘Music 
for Children’ by Carl Orff and Gunild Keetman (Schott), between 1956 and 1961. These were 
the first adaptations in English of the books and led to the rapid dissemination (alongside 
the Margaret Murray adaptations and supplements 1958-1966) across the English speaking 
world. The Orff-Schulwerk Society of Canada (later renamed Music for Children - Carl Orff 
Canada - Musique pour Enfants) was established in 1974. 
 
Doreen’s first summer schools and workshops for teachers attracted teachers from across 
Canada and also the United States. In 1958 she presented, for the first time, Orff-Schulwerk 
to teachers in the US (at a Music Educators National Conference). The enthusiastic response 
led to many further invitations and the rapid spread of interest throughout North America. 
Doreen became a professor of music pedagogy at the University of Toronto. Her work was 
recognised both in Canada and by the international Orff-Schulwerk community. In 1990 she 
received the Pro Merito Award from the Carl Orff Foundation Munich and in the same year 
she was awarded the Canadian Music Council Medal ‘for her outstanding contribution to 
music in Canada’. 
 
In a detailed article published in the Orff Echo (AOSA - July 2002) Shirley Peters wrote:  
 
‘ …her determination, perseverance and perception are leavened by a delightful and 
sometimes wicked sense of humour…. She has always been guided by a strong belief that 
children deserve the best teaching and high quality material.’ 
 
Barbara Haselbach writes (email): ‘She was always a welcomed guest when she came back 
to Salzburg and the Orff Institute. In the early years, Doreen was the soul and driving force 
behind the Orff-Schulwerk movement in Canada, a lady who was reserved yet very assertive, 
an enthusiastic musician and teacher to whom music teachers and children in Canada owe a 
great deal’. 
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Photo: Carl Orff, Gunild Keetman and Doreen Hall (1959) 
© Nachlass Peter Keetman, Stiftung F.C. Gundlach (Carl-Orff-Stiftung/Archiv: Orff-Zentrum München) 
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