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Presentations by members of the Associated Schools and Institutions (ASI) 
network at the IOSFS Convention 2025 
Barbara Haselbach 
 
Introduction 
Every year during the International Orff-Schulwerk Forum Salzburg Convention, several 
members of the Associated Schools and Institutions network39 present excerpts from their 
work on the conference theme. This allows for eight different interpretations of the theme 
from different countries and cultures with different target groups to be presented. In 
exceptional cases, a theme other than the conference theme may be chosen for these 
presentations, but it is always the same for the entire group. 
 
The members of the ASI network meet in November for a Zoom meeting to discuss different 
perspectives and approaches to the topic. The date is set early in order to give colleagues 
and responsible contact persons as much time as possible to develop the topic with their 
groups and incorporate it into their lessons at their own discretion, taking into account the 
curriculum and holiday periods of their school or institution. However, the decision as to 
whether and how an ASI wishes to present this work at the convention is made solely by the 
responsible teachers. 
 
The aim is to present as wide a range of interpretations of the topic as possible at the 
convention, depending on the age and circumstances of the respective target group and the 
cultural background of the participants, and to open these up for discussion.  
 
We are grateful that some of the members are always willing to share their working 
methods and results with the conference participants and to engage in conversation with 
the audience and answer questions after the presentation. 
 
Others are trying it for the first time. As a result, the presentations not only differ in content, 
but also highlight methodological differences and approaches. This provides a stimulating 
insight into different understandings and diverse interpretations of the annual theme. 
 
Contributions 
In an introductory lecture for all those participants who are not yet familiar with the ASI 
network, Barbara Haselbach and Virginia Longo from the ASI Committee of the IOSFS 
provide information about the origins, objectives and tasks of the ASI network, as well as the 
various forms and possibilities for cooperation among members in Zoom discussions, 
teatime meetings, excursions with mutual visits, messages and notes on the network's 
Padlet, etc 
 
This year, the following Associated Schools and Institutions have made a wide range of 
contributions on the topic of THE VOICE: COMUNICATING, CREATING, CONNECTING. 
 

39 Haselbach, B. (2024) The Network of Associated Schools and Institutions (ASI) of the International 
Orff-Schulwerk Forum Salzburg. IN: Orff-Schulwerk International, Volume 3, Issue 2, Winter 2024, 95-101. 
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Early childhood and kindergarten 
Jittamett Kindergarten, Bangkok, Thailand, presented by Krongtong Boonprakong 
 
Notre Dame Kindergarten in Osan, South Korea, presented by Sr.Caritas Maria Jung 
 
Department of Early Childhood Education, National and Kapodistrian University 
Athens (N.K.U.A.), Greece, presented by Olympia Agalianou and Georg Charonitis  
 
Primary schools 
Carl Orff Primary School, Altenerding, Germany, presented by Robert Grüner 
 
The San Francisco School, San Francisco, USA, presented by Sofía López-Ibor and James 
Harding 
 
Secondary schools 
International School of Bergamo, Italy, presented by Virginia Longo  
 
Teachers' associations  
Notre Dame Orff-Music Institute, South Korea, Sr. Johannita Kweon and  
Sr. Caritas Maria Jung, presented by Sr. Caritas 
 
Alliance for Active Music Making, USA, presented by Judy Bond and Carla Aguilar 
 
Below is a brief overview of the eight contributions.  
 
Jittamett Kindergarten, Bangkok, Thailand,  
presented by Krongtong Boonprakong  
 
It is the Voice that Helps Us Know the Child, and the Child to Know Themselves  
At Jittamett Kindergarten, the voice is primarily understood as a medium of perception and 
communication, not only in the acoustic realm but involving all the senses. The visual arts 
are also included. When visiting an exhibition, the children learn to express their own 
impressions both verbally and in their own artistic creations. Following a photo-illustrated 
report on such a process with children, which also involves intensive movement to music, 
the topic will be reviewed and discussed with the participants in this presentation. 
 
Notre Dame Kindergarten, Osan, South Korea,  
presented by Sr. Caritas Maria Jung  
 
Hear the Voice 
This is about the voices of a drying coastal area and its dying animals. In seven short lessons, 
the 5-year-old children watch film clips, learn a short, simple text with accompanying 
gestures, invent a song with accompaniment that calls for the protection of this landscape 
and its animals, and illustrate postcards that are sent to the responsible authorities. Finally, 
the reflections of the children, parents and the teacher herself are shared. A touching 
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example of how climate awareness can be awakened in a playful way with music and 
movement. 
 
Department of Early Childhood Education at the National and Kapodistrian University of 
Athens (N.K.U.A.), Greece,  
presented by Olympia Agalianou and George Charonitis  
 
The Voices of Students, the Silences of Education, the Sounds of Cultures 
Olympia Agalianou first reports on the concept of compulsory IWWs (intensive week-long 
workshops at N.K.U.A., which count for 5 ECTS credits), then on the objectives, content, 
procedures and evaluation of this year's IWW, subtitled Travel, Voices, Explorations as part 
of the kindergarten teacher training programme. The handout contains a very detailed 
description of the extremely comprehensive programme, in which artists, academics and 
practitioners work with third-year students on both theoretical and practical aspects. The 
theme of voice is interpreted in a variety of ways. 
 
Carl Orff Primary School Altenerding, Germany,  
presented by Robert Grüner 
 
Sleeping Beauty's Voice  
After an introduction by Robert Grüner to the objectives and step-by-step development of 
the project over six lessons, video excerpts from the work are shown. This example of 
teaching a third-year primary school class can best be described as a lively, cheerful, playful 
and very successful activation of the children's vocal expressiveness. Using the well-known 
children's song about the beautiful Sleeping Beauty and her awakening from a hundred-year 
sleep by a prince, a wide variety of musical content is explored, practised and presented in 
ever-changing forms of play and vocal and movement variations, without ever giving the 
impression of "having to learn something". 
AA 
San Francisco School, San Francisco, USA,  
developed by Sofía López-Ibor and James Harding, 
presented by Sofía López-Ibor  
 
The Magic Flute 
Every school year, the San Francisco School puts on a big drama project. In 2025, it will be 
The Magic Flute, which around 60 children from three school classes will work on for a 
month. Sofía López-Ibor reports in detail and with humour on many ideas and even scenes 
that come from the children, while video clips provide an insight into the rehearsals and 
performance. Some parts of the text (e.g. "the evil black Moor") are reworked. The children 
are involved in everything, from the stage and set design to the costumes. The music is 
simplified and arranged by James Harding for the instruments played by the children. Two 
professional singers and a pianist are involved in the performance. The combination of 
creative work and getting to know one of the most famous operas in music history is a highly 
impressive project. 
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International School of Bergamo, Italy,  
presented by Virginia Longo  
 
Futurist Voices 
The six-week project with students aged 13 and 14 begins with an introduction to the art 
form of Futurism, followed by the analysis and vocal interpretation of texts by Filippo 
Tommaso Marinetti and Fortunato Depero, two important representatives of this art 
movement in early 20th century Italy. Divided into small groups, the students use the poems 
as graphic scores to develop short performances in which they combine the creative use of 
voice with movement and instruments. For the teenagers, this is an enjoyable challenge to 
develop their creativity as well as their performing and social skills. 
 
Notre Dame Orff-Music Institute, South Korea, Sr. Johanita Kweon and Sr. Caritas Maria 
Jung  
presented by Sr. Caritas  
 
All the Voices of the World, one Resonance 
Sr. Caritas, Vice President of the South Korean Orff-Schulwerk Association and the 
Associated Institution NOMI, reports on a completely different approach to the topic. Nine 
long-standing Schulwerk teachers who work in various institutions meet several times to 
reflect specifically on the phenomenon of "voice" and discuss its application in their 
teaching with different target groups. This deepens their own understanding of vocal work 
and provides insight into the work of colleagues with different groups, from small children to 
senior citizens. It is a rare but highly effective process for dealing with the theme. 
 
Alliance for Active Music Making, AAMM, USA,  
presented by Judy Bond and Carla Aguilar 
 
VOICE: Gift, Opportunity, Responsibility 
Judy Bond explains the Alliance as an organisation that brings together various approaches 
to active music education, such as Dalcroze, Orff, Kodály and Gordon, and helps young music 
teachers to use these approaches to activate music teaching in schools. Her presentation 
demonstrates a model for music students in their undergraduate studies on how to work 
actively (and in a variety of ways) with the voice. Carla Aguilar emphasises that voices and 
singing styles are shaped by cultural background and that this must be accepted and taken 
into account in teaching. 
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